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A Press Packet for

_________________________________________________

Circle the name of magazine / newspaper for which you write: 

Time   The New York Times     The Philadelphia Inquirer    The Wall Street Journal  

Life Magazine

*Your finished packet will count as a minor grade!  Be sure to complete the answers as you read and to check your answers during class review/discussion.  To receive full credit, do your own work!  

Background Briefing – PowerPoint Presentation
Hiroshima: Research on “Current Events” 

I.  Below is a list of names and terms related to the August 6, 1945 bombing of Hiroshima.  After reading the illustrated encyclopedia on the EBoard, please write down the importance/meaning of each term.  

A.  Manhattan Project

B.  Pearl Harbor

C.  Trinity Site

D.  Emperor Hirohito

E.  Potsdam Declaration

F.  Nagasaki

G.  J. Robert Oppenheimer

H.  Enola Gay
I.  Fat Man

J.  August 14, 1945

Research Gathering– Hiroshima

                                              Chapter 1 – “A Noiseless Flash”              DUE DATE:_________________

1. Complete the Survivor Chart as you read this chapter.  

2.  What two professions recur in the character list?  What important concerns might people in these professions have after an atomic bombing?

3. Mr. Tanimoto and Father Kleinsorge are worried about foreign influence and being foreign, respectively.  Why are their concerns justified?  

4.  Identify examples of objective and subjective description.  

	Objective Description (Facts / Statistics)
	Subjective Description 

	
	


Hiroshima: Chapter 2 – “The Fire”
DUE DATE:__________________

The purpose of this chapter is to provide description of the hours immediately following the bombing.  

1.  People always find it necessary to try to make sense of a situation that they are experiencing.  What explanations do Mr. Tanimoto and Dr. Machii find for the devastation?

2.  What seems to be the Japanese attitude toward Americans?  What evidence do you have to support your claims?  Please list page numbers.

3.  What are the common injuries/discomforts experienced by most survivors?  

4.  When traumatized, people often act irrationally.  What do the following people do that could be considered irrational?

Mrs. Nakamura: 

Father Kleinsorge:

Mr. Tanimoto: 

5.  Identify examples of objective and subjective description.  

	Objective Description (Facts / Statistics)
	Subjective Description 

	
	


Hiroshima: Chapter 3 – “Details Are Being Investigated”   DUE DATE;_____________________

The purpose of this chapter is to show the confusion as to the cause of the devastation.  The reader will follow the survivors through the days following the bombing.

1.  What happens to each of the following?


a. Father Schiffer –


b. Two girls rescued by Mr. Tanimoto—


c. Mr. Fukai –


d. Mrs. Kamai – 


e. Hideo – 


f. Mr. Tanaka –

2.  What is the significance and effect of the naval hospital ship?  

3.  Detail some of the injuries suffered.

4.  What positive incidents does Hersey present in this chapter?

5. At the Red Cross Hospital, what was the doctor-patient ratio?

7. Find the narrative passage from which Hersey has taken the title of the chapter.  What is the meaning of these title words in context? 

8. How does Hersey begin most sections of this chapter between pages 55-65? 

9. What rumors about the catastrophe circulated?

10. How long after the bombing does an accurate rumor about the nature of the bomb reach the survivors?

11.  What is the mood in response to Hirohito’s radio speech?

12.  Identify examples of objective and subjective description.  

	Objective Description (Facts / Statistics)
	Subjective Description 

	
	


Hiroshima: Chapter 4– “Panic Grass and Fever Few”      DUE DATE:_______________________________

1.  Find the title of this chapter in the narrative.  To what do the literal words refer?

2.  What passage of time does this chapter cover?

3.  What are the most common symptoms of radiation sickness the characters suffer? 

4.  What evidence of anti-American feeling appears in this chapter?

5.  What was the circumstance and/or condition of each of the six survivors by the end of this chapter?

A. Mr. Tanimoto

B. Mrs. Nakamura

C. Father Kleinsorge

D. Ms. Sasaki

E. Mr. Fujii

F. Dr. Sasaki

6.  How and when did the survivors hear of the end of the war?

7.  Identify examples of objective and subjective description.  

	Objective Description (Facts / Statistics)
	Subjective Description 

	
	


Hiroshima: Chapter 5– “The Aftermath”   DUE DATE:______________________________________

This chapter was written over four decades after the bombing.  John Hersey follows the lives of the survivors to see what happened to them and to their families.  

There will be several tasks for this chapter: 

1. Read only the section that includes information on the survivor you were assigned.  

Mrs. Nakamura – p. 90-101

Dr. Sasaki – p. 101-109
Father Kleinsorge – p. 110-118

Miss Sasaki – p. 118-126

Dr. Fujii – p. 126-134

Mr. Tanimoto – p. 134-152

2. After reading, write a one-paragraph summary of what happened to your survivor after1946.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. You will meet with your “survivor group” to review what happens to your survivor.  With your group, you will make an illustrated history of your survivor about what happens to him/her after 1946.  You will have one class period to prepare this poster and presentation.  Each group will present its poster and the story of the “survivor.”  

* Your presentation will count as a 15-point class work/homework grade.


Hiroshima Writing Task: Op/Ed Review of Hersey’s Hiroshima

Your newspaper/magazine wants you to review the first 4 chapters of Hersey’s book.  The atomic bombing of Japan is still a controversial issue now (in 1946), and you want to address how fairly John Hersey covered the bombings.  As a journalist, you want to make sure that the writing is objective, the information accurate, reliable, verifiable, and that there are multiple perspectives offered.   Use your notes about the objective/subjective description in each chapter to help you brainstorm ideas.  After reading this book, consider how well you think Heresy followed the standards of journalism.

- Your review should be 4 paragraphs long.  

- You should have a hook in your introduction that catches the reader’s attention.

- Your thesis should include your opinion of how well Hersey followed the principles of journalism.

- Your body paragraphs should have topic sentences that address a specific part of Hersey’s writing (examples—facts, statistics, etc., connotative words, opinions, etc.)

- Your body paragraphs should have at least 2 embedded quotations.

- Your conclusion should address what, if anything, Hersey could have done better as a journalist.  What would you have added / deleted?  
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