IB English 11

Ibsen, A Doll’s House, and The Rise of Realism 

The Well-Made Play Formula:

1. A careful exposition telling the audience what the situation is, usually including one or more secrets to be revealed later.

2. Surprises, such as letters to be opened at a critical moment and identities to be revealed later.

3. Suspense that builds steadily throughout the play, usually sustained by cliff-hanging situations and characters who miss each other by way of carefully timed exits and entrances.  At critical moments, characters lose important papers or misplace identifying jewelry, for instance.

4. A CLIMAX late in the play when the secrets are revealed and the hero confronts his antagonists and succeeds.

5. A DENOUEMENT, the resolution of the drama when all the loose ends are drawn together and explanations are made that render all the action plausible (believable).

Directions:  Choose two elements of Scribe’s The Well-Made Play that may be applied to A Doll’s House.  Cite a specific example from the play for each element.  Use the space below.

