AP Literature and Composition

Course Description:

Literature:
       In this course, which has been developed to comply with the curricular requirements as described in the AP Course Description, you shall be introduced to the study of British and American literature in several genres, in which the overarching lens is through philosophical themes and essential questions. You shall study literature in units, designed in such a way as to create a chronological sense of historically developing linguistic, aesthetic and cultural concerns. Learning will emphasize and will help you to develop active and discerning textual reading skills, and to consider form, syntax and style. Your goal will be to discover multiple meanings in your reading, especially through exploring the writer’s language.  Through your individual reader response, an additional aim of the course will be to encourage you to become empowered through embracing and balancing skilled textual reading with individual interpretation, as well as aesthetic and artistic evaluation. Finally, you shall additionally consider the work you are reading through the cultural and historical lens. Through analysis and consideration of textual details, you shall be constructing your argument and interpretation of the material we are reading together.

Composition:

    
The course is designed to teach and to develop the writing skills and rhetorical devices you will require to demonstrate in a college-level writing class.  This course includes multiple opportunities for you to write, edit and rewrite essays that explain, evaluate and demonstrate understanding. You shall be writing frequent formal analyses in which you shall be drawing upon textual details to produce your interpretation of the text as well as an extended, documented  research  paper. You shall also practice your timed in-class responses. In fact, every day,  we shall discuss a significant aspect of writing, examples of which include the role of syntax, of figurative language, of rhetorical devices, of the importance of  logical and organized development, of controlling tone, and the significance of creating and maintaining voice. Additional goals will include achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure, organizing argument, addressing vocabulary development, and checking for appropriate grammar and mechanics. You shall be writing frequent journal entries which I shall read and to which I shall respond in writing. You shall also be writing response/reaction papers, freewrites, class presentations and several poetry papers. Expect constant and extensive, timely feedback from me. You shall have a guiding rubric for all essays, and upon their return, you should expect both the completed rubric which will have been distributed with the assignment, as well as extensive individual comments from me, designed to guide and direct you in the rewrite. 

Complete Texts:

Oedipus Rex 

Antigone

Hamlet

A Doll’s House

Tess of the D’Urbervilles

Song of Solomon

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Notes from Underground

The Metamorphosis
Selected essays

                 Unit Four:  Poetry!

I. Introduction: In this unit we shall be studying the construction of poetry through poetic conventions, the construction of meaning through imagery, metaphor and conventions of sound, through allusions, archetypes and cultural reading, and we shall ultimately converge our dissection to reconstruct the implied poet’s meaning as well as the reader’s response to verse.

1. Text: Guth, Hans P and Rico, Gabriele L. Discovering Poetry
           Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1993.

2. Supporting material from internet sources

Poetry Essays of Understanding: For the following poetry unit, you shall be reading a great deal of poetry. Before each study group, you shall have a focus lesson which should create a lens through which you might understand the verse you are reading. At the end of each study unit, you shall select one of the poems about which you shall write a short one to two page paper explicating/explaining the poem based on the focus lesson. There will be six short papers in all.

Please note: the following lessons are drawn from your text Discovering Poetry.

 Study #1: Imagery in Poetry: 

Visual, Auditory, Tactile, Olfactory, Gustatory and Kinesthetic.

Textual Selections:

· “Sunday at the Apple Market”  Peter Meinke

· “To Autumn”   John Keats

· “Preludes”  T.S. Eliot                                                                                                                               

· “Snake”  D.H. Lawrence

· “At the Bomb Testing Site”  William Stafford

· “The Black Snake” Mary Oliver

· “My Papa’s Waltz”  Theodore Roethke                                                           

· “They Flee from Me”  Sir Thomas Wyatt

· “Childhood Is the Kingdom where Nobody Dies” Edna St. Vincent Millay 

· Essay of Understanding:  Focus Writing Lesson #1 (Using detail)

Study #2:  Metaphor in Poetry (+ extended metaphor, literary conceit, simile and personification)

Textual selections:

· “On his Blindness” John Milton
· “For My grandmother”  Countee Cullen

· “Question”  May Swenson

· “Hope is the thing with feathers” Emily Dickenson  (extended metaphor)

· “Dream Deferred” Langston Hughes

· “My galley charged with forgetfulness”  Thomas Wyatt

· “La Casa”  Rosemary Catacalos

· “The Drum” Nikki Giovanni

· Essay of Explanation: Focus Writing Lesson #2 (Organizing 

the Paper)

Study #3:  Symbol/ Allegory/Usage of Language

Textual selections

· “The Collar” George Herbert

· “The Tyger” William Blake

· “Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers”  Adrienne Rich

· “The Lamb”   William Blake

· “Uphill” Christina Rossetti

· “Dover Beach” Matthew Arnold

· “Sailing to Byzantium”  William Butler Yeats

· Essay of Understanding: Focus Lesson #5 (Focus on Prewriting)

                                                               Focus Lesson #6 (Interpreting Evidence)

Study #4:  Rhyme, Meter and Form

Textual Selections:

· Form: “It is a Beauteous Evening”  William Wordsworth

· Rhyme, Alliteration, Free Verse: 

· “A Description of Mourning” Jonathan Swift

· “The Soul selects her own Society” Emily Dickinson

· “Sonnet 30” William Shakespeare

· Rhythm and Meter: “Dust of Snow” Robert Frost

· “To------ “ Percy Bysshe Shelley

· “O Taste and See”   Denise Levertov                                                                                                                                                                                 

· Traditional Stanza Form: “O Mistress Mine” William Shakespeare

· “When I consider how my light is spent”  John Milton

· “I Go Back to May” Sharon Olds                                                                                                                                  

· “Lord Randal” Anonymous Popular Ballad

· “I Wandered Lonely As a Cloud”  William Wordsworth

· Essay of Explanation: Relating Form to Meaning (First and Second Draft)  Focus Lesson #5

 Study #5:  Tone, Theme, Irony and Paradox

Textual Selections:

· “Sonnet 18”  William Shakespeare

· “Incident”  Countee Cullen

· “Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night” Dylan Thomas (also form/villanelle)

· “Letter to Anaktoria”  Sappho

· “My Last Duchess”  Robert Browning

· “Or Che ‘l Ciel e la Terra e’l Vento Tace”  Petrarch

· “The Pulley”  George Herbert

· “To the Virgins, to make much of time”  Robert Herrick

· “To His Coy Mistress”   Andrew Marvell

· “The Fickle One” Pablo Neruda

· “Ars Poetica”  Archibald Macleish

· Essay of Interpretation: Responding to Tone (Reading the Clues)

                                       Focus Lesson #6

Study #6: Myth and Allusion

Textual Selections:

· “In Just”  ee Cummings

· “Leda and the Swan”  William Butler Yeats

· “Helen”  H.D. (Hilda Doolittle)

· “The Parable of the Old Men and the Young”  Wilfred Own

· “Ode on a Grecian Urn”  John Keats

· “Landscape with the Fall of Icarus”  William Carlos Williams

· “The Sirens” Donald Finkel

· Essay of Interpretation: Focus Writing Lesson: #7 (Using Quotations) you may write about 2 poems from this group or you may select John Donne below.                                                                                                                                
Study #7: John Donne

Textual Selections:

· “Death, be not proud”

· “The Flea”

· “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning”

· Short Essay: Exploring Irony and Paradox (Using Quotations continued)   Focus Writing Lesson #7 continued.

End of Part I Poetry Unit

Unit Five: The Eighteenth Century:  In this Age of Reason questions of the rights of man, law, political satire and epistolary endeavors are in the forefront.

 Major text: Candide by Voltaire

Ancillary readings:

· Selections from “Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot”  Alexander Pope

· Passage from “Life of Milton” Samuel Johnson

· “Prologue Spoken by Mr. Garrick 

· AT THE OPENING OF THE THEATRE ROYAL, DRURY LANE, 1747”    Samuel Johnson

Assessments:

· Reaction paper to one of the three ancillary readings above- approx. 3 pages in length

· Study Guide for Candide: Voltaire; Age of Reason; Leibnitz; trends in philosophy;  social and political satire

· Take-Home Essay Question: Formal Paper of Analysis: Please select one of the following topics for this take-home essay. As always, you shall have the opportunity to revise and rewrite.

· In this picaresque novel, what is Voltaire’s apparent position on experience and learning?  How does it compare to Pangloss’ philosophy? 

· Is Voltaire’s inclusion of the “utopia” of Eldorado in fact a satire of our material dreams and in reality, an example of dystopia? 

· What is Voltaire’s suggestion as to how to cope with the realities of existence and society? What is the symbolic nature of the garden Candide cultivates at the end of the novel? 

Unit Six:  Poetry Part II:                                                           

Writing Projects and Assessments:

· Extended Research Paper: The Poet (Documented Paper)  Lesson #10. In this paper you shall be writing about one poet and a primary poem through which you shall consider multiple poetic techniques and the manner in which they contribute to the purpose of the individual  poem.

Please note: For the following study units, you shall be reading your texts, and you should be recording response sin your writing journals.  On the strength of this input, you shall be selecting a poet about whom you wish to write for your extended, documented term paper. 

Study #8:  John Keats:

Textual Selections:

· “Ode on a Grecian Urn”

· “Ode to a Nightingale”

· “Ode to Indolence”

· “Ode to Psyche”

· “La Belle Dame sans Merci”

· “When I Have Fears”

· “On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer”
Study #9: The Romantic Poets: The Promethean Vision

Textual Selections:

William Wordsworth

· “She Dwelt Among the Untrodden Ways”

· “The Solitary Reaper”

· “The World Is Too Much with Us”
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

· “Kubla Khan”
Percy Bysshe Shelley

· “Ozymandias”

· “To a Skylark”

· “Mont Blanc”                                                                                                         
Lord Byron                                                                                   

· “She Walks in Beauty”

Elizabeth Barrett Browning

· “How do I love thee? Let me count the ways,”
Robert Browning                                                                                                 

· “Fra Lippo Lippi”

· “My Last Duchess”
Study #10: Gwendolyn Brooks

Selected Texts:

· “The Ballad of the LIGHT-Eyed Little Girl”

· “The Bean Eaters”

· “A Song in the Front Yard”

· “Hunchback Girl: She Thinks of Heaven”

· “We Real Cool”

Formal Testing Assessment: One-hour AP model multiple choice exam of four poems with 60 questions.

Unit Seven: The Song of Solomon and the Experience of Magical Realism: Social and Cultural Values         
Textual Selections:  

Novel:  Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison

· Poetry from Maya Angelou: “Still I Rise,” “The Black Family Pledge,” “Equality”

· Selections from Narrative of Sojourner Truth
· Speech  from Frederick Douglass: What the Black Man Wants                                                                                                                
Projects and Writing Assessments:    

· Journal entries for Song of Solomon concerning race, escape, anger, isolation, solitude and coping mechanisms.

· Personal Response Essay: Multiple interpretations in writing

· Writing to Evaluate: Argumentative essay based on interpretation of text, symbolism, connotation, as well as the historical, cultural and social values of this period of time.                                                                                                               
Question: Song of Solomon can be interpreted in many ways, from a bildungsroman tracing Milkman’s development from a narcissistic young boy to an integrated human being to Morrison’s call for freedom from literary and philosophical confinement. From your journal entries, develop a controlling thesis statement or question that focuses on the cultural, historical and social messages that Morrison may be trying to communicate. Prepare your   thesis statement with  major points and strategies, and then make an appointment with me.  As usual, we shall subscribe to our Writing Workshop procedure. 

· Performance Project on Song of Solomon: Interpretation of Song of Solomon through dance, posters, art, collage, sculpture, short scripted play, or photography.

· Power of One Film
Unit Eight:  Craftsmanship and the Novella
Textual Selections:

Notes from Underground: Existentialism and Dostoyevsky’s dark vision

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: The Freudian vs. the moral/ religious framework of humankind

The Metamorphosis: Surrealism and expressionism/Prefiguring horrors of the twentieth century.

Supporting Poetry:
“The Second Coming” by William Butler Yeats

“Humor”  Yevgeny Yevtushenko

Projects and Writing Assessment:

· Essay of Analysis, Argument and Interpretation: You will be selecting one of the above titles, and you shall develop a thesis statement. Please follow instructions for The Whole Paper, Lesson  #2.

· Philosophy PowerPoint Presentations: Students select one of the major schools of thought and introduce and explain their movement in a class lecture.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
	  Composition Guidelines You Should Remember and Practice:


      Course Content and Goals:

· Reading: Students must read actively and deliberately.

· Students must be able to intuit and to make careful observations and connections in readings.

· Students must develop the skill of articulating the aesthetic value of a work.

· Students must develop the ability to develop cogent essays that are well-organized, well-argued and thoroughly defended.

· Students shall be writing personal responses to a wide array of assigned texts.

· Students shall explore poetry through their Poetry Unit.

· Students shall develop test-taking skills for both multiple choice and timed essay responses.

· Students shall develop skills to participate in a seminar-style English class.

· Students shall demonstrate ethical scholarship so that all work represented is their own.  Citations shall subscribe to the MLA style sheet.  
Grading Policies

You will be assigned about two essay topics  per month. Expect to be working on revisions and rewrites.  All graded essays count equally.   Additionally, you shall be designing and delivering class presentations.  Your quarterly grade will be the average of your essays, presentations, the quiz average, unit tests and the  class presentation grade.   Please be advised that assignments not turned in on the due date will result in a reduction of 5 points on the grade you would have gotten.  Weekends result in a 10 point reduction.  Be astute and manage your time appropriately for this college-level class!
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